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Delta Force-the US Army's most elite top-secret strike force. They dominate the modern battlefield,

but you won't hear about their heroics on CNN. No headlines can reveal their top-secret missions,

and no book has ever taken readers inside-until now. Here, a founding member of Delta Force takes

us behind the veil of secrecy and into the action to reveal the never-before-told story of First Special

Forces Operational Detachment-D (Delta Force). He is a master of espionage, trained to take on

hijackers, terrorists, and enemy armies. He can deploy by parachute or arrive by commercial

aircraft, survive alone in hostile cities, speak foreign languages fluently, strike at enemy targets with

stunning swiftness and extraordinary teamwork. He is the ultimate modern warrior: the Delta Force

operator. In this dramatic chronicle, Eric Haney, one of the founding members of Delta Force, takes

us inside this legendary counterterrorist unit. Here, for the first time, are details of the grueling

selection process-designed to break the strongest of men-that singles out the best of the best. With

heart-stopping immediacy, Haney tells what it's really like to enter a hostage-held airplane. From his

days in Beirut, he tells a remarkable tale of bodyguards and bombs, of a day-to-day life of madness

and beauty, and of how he and a teammate are called on to kill two gunmen targeting US Marines

at an airport. As part of the team sent to rescue American hostages in Tehran, Haney offers a

first-person description of that failed mission that is a chilling, compelling account of a bold

maneuver undone by chance-and a few fatal mistakes. From fighting guerrilla warfare in Honduras

to rescuing missionaries in Sudan and leading the way onto the island of Grenada, Haney captures

the daring and discipline that distinguish the men of Delta Force. Inside Delta Force brings honor to

these singular men while it puts us in the middle of around-the-world action that is sudden,

frightening, and nonstop.
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I am Eric Haney's wife. I put my name and bias on the table. If only that were the case with those

retired Delta men.For the record, it should be noted that the only legitimate dispute those men have

with the book (all others being verifiable with research) is whether or not Logan Fitch was punched

in the nose at Desert One. Fitch says not; that he would have killed any civilian who did that --

despite orders from President Carter not to harm civilians.In Mark Bowden's book, "Guests of the

Ayatollah," Fitch explains the bloody nose he was sporting that night like this: He was attempting to

make an Iranian civilian outside the bus stand up. The man refused, so Fitch fired a shot into the

ground. When the man stood up and made a move as if to run, Fitch swung his weapon at the man

to clobber him with its butt and in the process, raked his own nose with his own gun sight.Oh.

Well.Haney wrote that the nose punch happened, in the context of a highly complimentary sentence

about Fitch's "leading from the front" (rare for a Delta officer). I've heard that story from other Desert

One veterans. Be that as it may, Fitch remembers it differently. But Fitch doesn't dispute Haney's

crediting him for saving his life that night by pulling him on board the last C-130 leaving the ground.

The other commanders -- including Bucky Burruss -- left on the first plane out, before they knew for

sure who was alive or dead from B. Squadron.There are a number of good books, both academic

and personal, on the subject of Desert One. Beckwith's Delta Force; Kyle's The Guts to Try; Bill

Daugherty's (CIA hostage in Iran); and now Mark Bowden's.Neither Beckwith, Kyle, nor Fitch were

called traitor for writing their books and articles on Desert One.

"Inside Delta Force: The Story of America's Elite Counterterrorist Unit," by Eric L. Haney, is a

gripping book written by one of the organization's founding members. Haney retired from the U.S.

Army as a Command Sergeant Major with over 20 years service. Early in the book Haney

introduces the reader to Delta Force founder Colonel Charlie Beckwith, who had a vision of "a

compact, highly skilled, and versatile unit able to undertake and execute difficult and unusual

'special' missions."Haney describes in detail how, starting from Colonel Beckwith's vision, Delta

Force was created from scratch. An early section of the book describes the torturous tests used on

candidates for the newly forming unit. He also reveals the elements that Delta Force's creators drew

upon as they shaped the emerging organization. Fundamentally modeled on the British Special Air



Service commando organization, the new force drew its research and training from many sources:

Secret Service snipers, Delta Airlines, the Department of Energy's Nuclear Emergency Search

Teams, a veteran CIA agent, and more, including convicted criminals who provided insights into

breaching and demolitions. We get to see how each ingredient is added into the potent mix. This

glimpse into Delta Force's "DNA" is absolutely fascinating. Equally gripping is Haney's account of

the actual training received by selectees for the new unit; the training includes a detailed espionage

exercise that reads like something out of a suspense novel.A high point in the book is the official

"birth" of the new Delta Force as "a fully grown and reasoning predator, armed with fangs and claws

and intelligence, able to run and to fight.
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